
why is it important to help our children understand the Citcle of Gtace?

God intends our relationships in life to be experiences of divine love' Respectful'

nurturing ioving relationships increase our understanding of our own value and help

us to love others. It is nevel ioo early to heip children andyoung people understand

how very speciai they are and how relationstrips in life are called to be sacred'

understanding this can help them to protect the special person they are and to be

respectful of others'

Adults, especiaily parents, as they strive to provide a safe and protective environment'

hoid the responsibility to help chiidren and young people understand and respect their

own dignity and that of others. A truly safe and protective envi'ronment is one where

children and young people recognize when they are safe or unsafe and know how to

bring their conc"rrrlr, f"urr, and uncertainties to the trusted adults in their lives'

Hou: is the Circle of Grace Program different from ofhet protection programs?

According to research, one in four girls and one in seven boys willbe sexually abused

by ageeighteen.2 Many protection"proglams focus on "stranger danger"; however' up

to ninety percent (gI%)of the time the f,erpetrator of abuse is known to the child or

young person such as a relative or family friend' Circle of Grace goes beyond just

protection by helping children and young people understand the sacredness of who

they are and how to seek help through their relationships with trusted adults'

Please feel free to contact your schooi or parish office if you have questions or want

more information.

z www.usccb.or g or http ://nccanch. a cflrhs. gov


