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Be attentizte and respectful.
Your child is a precious child of God. Especially in the area of sexuality, you want

your children to appreciate that they are made in the image and likeness of God and that
sexuality is a gift. Your respect for them as you hold them, bathe them, care for them will
teach them better than words that their bodies are to be respected. Th"y will learn of their
value in your care. lVhen they are told about their Circle of Graee in religious education
andlor school, it helps them to believe that God is with them and for them because they
have already experienced your love and your care. Th"y will grow up knowing that they
are meant to respect others and are to expect respect from others.

Teaching children about their bodies must happen in an age appropriate way. For
young children, the best guideline is to answer their questions as they arise. Try to always
connect sexuality and spirituality in simple, short ways. hrdude God in the answer to
help them recognize that sexuality is something special and created by God. For older
children, it may be necessary to initiate discussions. More about that below.
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Know zahat you really beliezte and zohy.

It is vital that you think about what you really believe about the place of sexuality
in human life and why Your own sexual history will considerably influence how you feel
about sexual expression. If you were sexually active outside of marriage, you may find it
difficult to tell your child to wait until marriage. If you waited until marriage, you may
fear that your child will find you woefully outdated. Or you may find you are much more
able to explain the benefits of waiting until marriage by talking about how that
strengthened your own marriage.

Anticipate how you will respond if your child asks what you did. Whether or not
you answer the question directly depends on you. Some parents who were sexually active
before marriage decide at some point, usualiy when the child is older, to tell the truth.
Flowever, if you fear that telling them will not be helpful to them or your relationship with
them, it is not necessary to reveal your own history. It is important that you consider how
your answer will impact future communication with your chiid. Be as honest as you can,
not only about your actions but also about your feelings, then and now, as well as about
the consequences in your own life and relationships. Children are naturally curious about
Mom and Dad and how they handled things.

Carefully consider how you wiil explain to your ddld why sex belongs in marriage.
It is not enough to just say that it does. Lr advance, make a list of reasons why you believe
sex belongs in marriage. Helping your children understand why will help them to make
this value their own. Think about how you will react to questions about not only where
babies come from but questions about oral se>; masturbation, the aunt who is not married
with a baby, and many other issues that will arise. These questions are not just
possibilities - they are questions every child should talk about at some time with their
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